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New Address – New Thinking 
AMROBA Postal Address:  Post Office Box 1011, Hervey Bay, 4655,  Queensland. 

Free membership for next 3 years. We apologise if any of our documents on our website have 
not been updated. Let us know.  We are looking at providing factual required changes to achieve 
what the Parliamentary Reform set out to do in  the late 1980s.  

1. Relocated past AMROBA files Snippets. 
During transfer of our records (newsletters and documents of the early 2000s), it was very 
evident that the CAO/CASA staff understood the FAA focus of regulatory reform but were 
confused with the direction of the new CASA CEO who stated that they were basing the 
structure of regulatory reform on the European System. After 10 years of reform ready to be 
made by Parliament, the change of direction has created confusion that 25 years later, the 
regulatory reform has not been completed, and it is not a fully integrated system like the FARs. 
Parliament’s review of the late 1980s where a combined department and industry review team 
travelled the world to review GB, Europe, Canada and USA aviation regulatory systems to 
select the most appropriate system that would provide both economic benefits to Australian 
business and simplified safe regulatory system. 

“Adopt the FAA regulatory system structure but do not rule out the use of more 
simplified regulatory provisions from other regulatory systems if industry supports.” 

There were engineering concerns, from CASA engineers, with the repeal of ANOs providing 
design and manufacturing design standards for new aircraft and components.  
The outcome of making CASR Parts 21-34 was not supported by some CASA engineers and 
industry representatives who were coming to terms with requirements that no longer had a head 
of power in the new regulations. 
However, the enthusiasm and positive attitude of several CASA engineers at that time was 
appreciated by our engineering industry businesses that were looking for improved global trade 
through improved trading agreements. Even the early 1990s Single Aviation Engineering 
market with NZ were discussed at meetings. 
The loss of industry experience within the regulator and the loss of coordination with other 
regulators, e.g. FAA, NZ, Canada, Asean nations and Europe is negatively felt by industry. 
The failure of not maintaining alignment with FAR structural Parts and their Chapters has 
meant we are seeing unstructured regulatory system that will not align with the FAA structure. 
The SHELL FAR Parts Chart was adopted as the CASR structure. It is a comprehensive 
structure recognised by all other civil aviation countries. This decision was to remove the 
unique Australian system that is again being re-created.  E.g.  Having Parts 42 and 43 instead 
of just Part 43 (based on FAR structure) has been implemented. 
If the original combined Department/Industry committee reviewed what has been developed 
and implemented, they would be shocked at what has been instituted. 
US aviation safety record is second to none with a booming GA. Isn’t this Australia future? 
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2. ICAO Main Objectives and Functions. 
One of the commitments made by the original reform team was to become more harmonised 
with ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs). 
“Main Objectives and Functions 
ICAO has several objectives and functions covering various aspects of air transport. Among 
the most notable are: 
• Development of International Standards: 

ICAO develops and updates standards and recommended practices (SARPs) that regulate 
safety, navigation, environmental protection, and the efficiency of air transport. 

• International Cooperation: 
It facilitates coordination and cooperation among countries for the adoption of common 
aviation policies and procedures. 

• Air Safety: 
ICAO works on the continuous improvement of aviation safety by analysing incidents and 
proposing preventive measures. 

• Environmental Protection: 
The organization develops guidelines and strategies to reduce the environmental impact of 
air activities, promoting sustainable practices. 

• Training and Technical Assistance 
It offers training and assistance to its member states to implement and comply with 
international standards. 

These objectives translate into specific functions such as supervising air navigation, certifying 
aircraft, and investigating aviation accidents. ICAO is also responsible for coordinating global 
air traffic, ensuring that routes and procedures are safe and efficient. 
Why Is ICAO Key to Global Aviation? 
ICAO’s importance in the aviation industry lies in its ability to unify criteria and establish 
international standards that facilitate interoperability between countries and airlines. Some 
key reasons include: 
• Uniformity in Standards and Procedures: 

Thanks to ICAO, member states use a common set of rules, reducing technical barriers and 
easing communication among air traffic controllers, pilots, and authorities.    

• Safety and Efficiency: 
ICAO’s recommendations have contributed to a remarkable improvement in global air 
safety. International coordination allows for the rapid implementation of measures during 
emergencies or incidents. 

• Promotion of International Cooperation: 
The organization acts as a forum for dialogue and collaboration among nations, which is 
essential in such a globalized sector as aviation. 

• Impact on Regulation and Trade: 
• ICAO’s standards facilitate commercial exchange and passenger transport, directly 

influencing the global economy. 
For more information on the importance of air safety, you can consult reports from IATA.” 
In the past regulatory changes to comply with amended Annexes, were informed to industry, 
implemented but not consulted. Australia was closely aligned with the Annexes. 
They were taken as a necessity to remain harmonised with the global system.  
Even ICAO has told government we should harmonise and adopt Annexes. Return to Index. 

http://www.amroba.org.au/
http://amroba.org.au/join-amroba-now/
https://www.iata.org/


Date Published 
27/2/2026 AMROBA - NEWSLETTER Volume 23 – Issue 2 

February  2026 
 

www.amroba.org.au  Page 3 of 4    JOIN AMROBA: http://amroba.org.au/join-amroba-now/  

3. Copy FAA and transfer Responsibility to Industry.  
CASA adopted FAR Part 21 in 1988, but the current CASR no longer represents FAR Part 21. 
“In 2009, the FAA is amended its certification procedures and identification requirements for 
aeronautical products and articles. The amendments (adopted Quality Systems) updated and 
standardized those requirements for production approval holders (PAHs), revised export airworthiness 
approval requirements to facilitate global manufacturing, move all part marking requirements from part 
21 to part 45, and amended the identification requirements for products and articles. The intent of these 
changes is to continue to promote safety by ensuring that aircraft, and products and articles designed 
specifically for use in aircraft, wherever manufactured, meet appropriate minimum standards for design 
and construction. As a result of this action, the FAA's regulations now better reflect the current global 
aircraft and aircraft products and articles manufacturing environment.” 

A. The FAA Current System Uses: 
“Designees to carry out certain certification functions on behalf of the FAA. This allows 
private-sector engineers and organizations to perform specific roles, such as conducting 
conformity inspections, issuing airworthiness certificates, and certifying designs. 

• DERs are individuals authorized to make decisions related to aircraft design, while 
ODAs are companies that can act as delegates of the FAA.” 

The Australian legal system enables industry ‘delegates’ to exist where a delegator in CASA 
could authorise a skilled and experienced industry ‘delegate’ to perform similar functions as 
FAA delegates perform. It needs government to amend the Act to provide better clarification 
by adding this capability for the more qualified industry engineers. There are always worries 
in some government sectors that have concerns with delegated powers. It is why the Act needs 
to be amended to include the proper legal provisions to empower .  
If it can be done in both the USA and Canada, there should be no reason why not in Australia. 
This would make our system more harmonised with North America. The biggest market. 
Transport Canada Aviation also uses delegates to perform Authority functions. This is spelt out 
in “Advisory Circular (AC) No. 505-005 Subject: Aircraft Certification Delegate Handbook”  
This Canadian AC also gives background and reasoning for industry “delegates”. 
We are no different. 
This was being discussed within CAA/CASA and Departments in the 1990s. 
At a meeting with the AGs at that time that I attended, it was agreed if the Act amendment was 
done right, it would also remove the need for CAAP ADMIN-01.  This was seen as an attractive 
approach to be taken by government as “delegates” insured under another government system. 
Industry has more responsibility in North America than what is regulatory capable in Australia.   
Why does government not adopt FAR Part 21 and devolve these functions? It is industry 
designers and manufacturers that should be responsible, not covered by a less qualified 
experienced person within government ranks. 
We once had a growing civil aviation manufacturing sector. 
Yes, FAA delegates do issue Parts Manufacturer Approvals (PMAs). The FAA oversees the 
PMA process, which allows manufacturers to produce and sell replacement or modification 
parts for installation on type-certificated products. The approval process involves rigorous 
design and production standards to ensure that the parts meet the same airworthiness 
requirements as original equipment. 
APMAs started as a booming business post making CASR Part21, what happened?  Red tape?  
Return to Index 
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4. There can be a Bright Australian-Oriented Aviation Engineering Future 
Note: Two distinct issues hold Australian civil 

aviation reform back. Identifying the training 
needed of AMEs to perform maintenance, 
inspection and coordination. LAMEs training 
to include weighing to meet FAA standards; 
CASA recognition of AQF qualifications 
underpinning licences. 

Australia’s civil aviation sectors do not have the 
political support that the aviation sectors have in 
the USA.  In the US, each Reauthorisation Act 
promulgates specifies specific actions associated 
with focused financial budget. 
Instead of “required changes” being funded and detailed in the Funding Legislation like the 
USA, this is left to a Minister’s direction that can vary from one Minister to the next. 
Global reports identify the fastest growing civil aviation region. We need to take advantage. 
The North America region is projected to lead the market with a 58% share in 2026. Expansion 
stems from established aerospace systems, consistent support from government bodies, yet 
concentrated groups of leading manufacturers. 
The aviation industry is rapidly evolving, and small aircraft manufacturers are playing a 
significant role in shaping its future. These companies are pushing the boundaries of 
innovation, from electric propulsion to cutting-edge safety features. Whether they’re creating 
light sport planes or high-performance aircraft, these manufacturers are leading the way in 
making aviation more efficient, accessible, and sustainable.  
The Australian sector does not have the bipartisan political support like the USA. 
“Key Aspects of U.S. Political Support for Aviation Engineering: 

• Bipartisan Economic Importance: Both major parties support the aerospace sector, recognizing 
its impact on jobs and manufacturing across various states. 

• Infrastructure Investment: The 2024 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law provides $25 billion for 
upgrading airport infrastructure. 

• Safety and Modernization: The 2024 FAA Reauthorization Act mandates increased staffing and 
improved simulator training for Air Traffic Controllers, especially at high-traffic hubs like Reagan 
National Airport (DCA). 

• AUKUS and Export Controls: Significant political focus is placed on reforming export controls 
to facilitate collaboration on defense technologies, as seen in the AUKUS agreement. 

• Innovation Trends: Political and industry focus is directed toward emerging areas, including 
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), hypersonic technologies, artificial intelligence, and cybersecurity. 

• Industry Oversight: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has tightened oversight to address 
safety issues and production failures. 

Widely supported by AAM leaders and aviation stakeholders, the FAA Reauthorization Act of 
2024’s legislation prioritizes the regulatory clarity needed to foster innovation and reduce 
uncertainty. The FAA must now certify AAM aircraft, plan integration, and address funding and 
staffing. In the meantime, AAM should align with the existing taxation system, with policy 
discussions needed on its role within the traditional aviation model. 
Through concerted lobbying efforts, industry groups can advocate for increased federal 
funding for AAM infrastructure, such as vertiports, urban air corridors, charging stations and 
3rd party services. The regulator’s quick response is vital for infrastructure development.” 
Return to Index  
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