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First Month Promises 
Moving to Qld has meant reviewing the data AMROBA has accumulated over the decades and 
what needs to be kept and what can be dispensed of. The oldest doc is a Ministry for Civil 
Aviation manual, Vol II, Inspection Section – very detailed. Under today’s system, they would be 
classified as “Aviation Safety Standards”. However, the Morris Inquiry Terminology included in 
the Act and never fully eventuated just like the recommendations of the Forsyth do not exist.  
Pre CAA, government supported adoption & implementation of the Convention’s Annexes 
amendments as a given. There was basically no consultation, except to advise industry of the 
changes that would be made to implement new Convention Annex Standards.  
It is surprising the number of reviews/inquiries that CAA/CASA has had over the decades 
without fully implementing recommendations or finalising many of them.  
Looking at all these reviews/inquiries identifies one thing; government has shocking project 
management skills. No aircraft would return to service or fly to a timetable if industry had  these 
project management skills. 
 

 

 

There are many examples like this that demonstrates lack of project skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2025 is almost finished and the regulatory reform to align with the major systems of North 
America that commenced in the early 1990s still has not been completed. Why? 
Industry suffers when government cannot conclude their basically straight forward task. 
Reform was originally based on adopting the FAR Structure and Parts, and then ensuring they 
integrated with other associated Australian Acts, Regulations and Practices. 
As an example, foreign references to their training systems need to be amended to link with 
Australian VET training systems.  
Completion of the regulatory reform should reduce employment numbers within CASA. 

Is that the issue? 

Hawke Report. 2007  (Still finalising – critical shortages) 
Recommendation 12: CASA urgently consider additional and alternative approaches 
to accepting foreign qualifications for maintenance licence issue in Australia. 

Hawke Report. Recommendation 1: The Minister and the Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA) commit to achieving completion of the development of the priority Regulatory Parts 
by submitting all drafting instructions to the Office of Legislative Drafting and Publishing 
(OLDP) by the end of 2008 and full implementation of these Parts by 2011. 

Serle Report 2008.- Recommendation 2  
The committee recommends,  in accordance with the findings of the Hawke Taskforce, that 
CASA's Regulatory Reform Program be brought to a conclusion as quickly as possible to 
provide certainty to industry and to ensure CASA and industry are ready to address future 
safety challenges. 
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All I Want for Xmas – 2020212223242526 
In the 80s commercial civil aviation participants were complaining about government red tape. 
This eventually influenced the government’s policy to remove the two-airline policy that existed 
based on the deregulation of the airline system in the USA. 
Where the FAA had project managers that reacted to government directions for change, 
Australia rushed headlong into creating the CAA without a clear government policy or 
experienced civil aviation project management that resulted in thousands being regulated out 
of the industry, mostly small businesses.  
All we need for Xmas (2026 now) is the resurrection of the “direct supervision” approved 
(pilot/LAME) organisations based on the FAA non approved organisations meeting FAA provided 
standards and the removal of overlap and duplication; i.e. a whole of government  approach. 

Since 2003, CASA regulatory reform has not been in conjunction with other Australian 
legislation, regulations and procedures.  
Remember the government policy statement “Policy makers must consult with each other to 
avoid creating cumulative or overlapping regulatory burdens”. Or, COAG report: 
“More recently, the elimination of overlap and duplication was one of the prime motivating forces 
behind Australia’s New Federalism agenda of the early 1990s.” or 
“There are a number of international standards enable businesses to leverage economies of scale and 
scope in production or supply, minimise transaction costs (e.g. avoiding suppliers having to undertake 
multiple tests) and improving consumer welfare. Harmonisation of mandatory standards – both 
internally and globally – positions Australia as one market with one set of rules within the global 
economy. It enhances Australia’s attractiveness for trade by reduce ng regulatory burden and time to 
market for businesses, increasing local competition and product availability.” 
Every other Australian technical industry participant, associations, unions and licencing 
authorities understand the regulations that have to be met to have a tertiary competency based 
trade training course approved except CASA engineering management. For example: 

“Template for course documentation for accreditation: The national template is mandatory and is 
designed to assist in development of courses for accreditation and re-accreditation under the Act that lead 
to an Australian Qualifications Framework qualification or to a VET statement of attainment. The template 
is divided into three sections (A, B and C) which together form the course document.” 
Template Section B – Course duration mandatory. 

1.2  Nominal duration of the course  Standard 5.8 for Accredited Courses  
State the nominal duration of the course in hours. 

EASR Part 147-120. “The minimum participation criteria for the 
trainee in order to meet the objectives of the basic training course 
should not be less than 90 % of the tuition hours or 95 % 
completion of the content for student-centred methods in a 
theoretical training course. Additional training may be provided by 
the training organisation for the trainee to meet the minimum 
participation criteria. If the minimum participation that is defined 
for the basic training course is not met, a certificate of recognition 
(CoR) should not be issued.” 

The shortage of maintenance personnel is simply because CASA has not promulgated every EASR Parts 66 and 147 
regulations that specify course durations for the CASA Part 66 licences adopted from EASA Regulations. 

ICAO established documents to support Annex 1, Chapter 4, that specify the training hours associated with training 
course approvals in Australia’s VET system. 

When will CASA and ASQA work together to support aviation engineering trade training?  
Return to Index  .
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What is an ASS? 
As an example, that 
CASA does not adopt 
and implement 
government legislative 
changes, we only have 
to look back at a 
previous chart we 
produced to 
demonstrate how 
Aviation Safety 
Standards would have 
been applied. 
Manual of Standards, 
were supposed to 
contain Aviation Safety 
Standards but have 
become more like 
procedures manuals,. 
Maybe change the title 
to Manual of Safety 
Standards. 
This would mean a 
review of many MoSs 
to separate advisory 
material from safety 
standards. 
Regulation, standard 
and advisory material – the original 3 level concept proposed and supported by previous 
governments, departments and agency management. 
Another alternative would be to provide an EASA style manual showing each regulation 
paragraph/sub-paragraph when needed, Section 9 (1)(c) Safety Standard followed by advisory 
data. This would include any references to other requirements. 
I wonder what Safety Standards (ASS) would provide the clarity that most want to see, or, add 
to the start of every MoS a statement that “this manual contains the Aviation Safety Standards 
promulgated by CASA under Section 9(1)(c) of the Civil Aviation”. 
The management of the past Department of Civil Aviation or Department of Aviation would 
have cringed at the current system that is a mixture of three systems unlike the Convention 
Standards and Practices or the structured system of the FAA, Canada or Europe. 
Many feel like an ASS, as “continuing reform plunges you into a bottomless pit of despondency. 
It's like being trapped in a never-ending loop of negative thoughts, self-doubt, and a pervasive 
sense of gloom. Every interaction feels like a chore. In this state, time seems to stretch and warp, 
elongating each second into an eternity.” (Productivity Commission) 
CASA and its predecessor, CAA, have been Convention harmonising globally since 1988. 37 yrs! 
Return to Index 
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FAA Aerospace Forecast Fiscal Years 2025–2045 
The Pacific region is forecast to grow fastest with average annual growth of 3.6 percent over 
the forecast period, totalling 72.4 million passengers by CY 2045. The faster growth for this 
region partially reflects a drawn-out recovery from pre-COVID levels compared to the Atlantic, 
Latin, and Canada Transborder regions. 
US domestic leisure traffic surged, followed by Latin and finally Atlantic markets in 2023, but 
Pacific traffic still lags its 2019 levels and overall business traffic remains below trend. 
On an individual basis, the countries posting the top three passenger 
levels in CY2024 were Mexico, Canada and United Kingdom, with 
passenger totals of 40.8 million, 31.5 million, and 21.2 million 
passengers, respectively. These three countries retain their ranking 
at the end of the forecast period. (Australia growth has picked up) 
Countries forecast to have the highest average annual growth in the 
Pacific region are China (9.4 percent), Hong Kong (4.2 per cent), and 
India (4.0 percent). China growth is coming off a depressed base, 
reflecting the slow recovery from the COVID downturn. Note: 
Australia is proportionately likely to expand as others in the Pacific 
Region. Is it our over regulated system, duplication and excessive red 
tape that slows us down? 
Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS or drones) are relatively new entrants into the national 
airspace system (NAS) and are experiencing rapid diversification, both in terms of operations 
and aircraft. UAS have been experiencing healthy growth in the United States and around the 
world over the past decade. A drone consists of a remotely-piloted aircraft and its associated 
elements—including the ground control station and the associated communication links—that 
are required for safe and efficient operation. 
Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) is an umbrella term for aircraft that are typically highly auto 
mated, utilize electrically powered propulsion, and have vertical take-off and landing 
capability. Many of these aircraft that fall into the powered-lift category are often referred to 
as air taxis. Urban Air Mobility (UAM) is a subset of the AAM concept which involves highly 
automated, cooperative air transportation services in and around urban areas. 

Past AMROBA Submission 2004 
In a AMROBA Policy Paper provided to CASA in 2004 several recommendations were included 
to address issues at that time but still exist today. Over 20 years later. 

“The Minister direct the qualifications of all new personnel in aviation’s maintenance, repair and 
overhaul industry must hold Australian National Vocational Education Training (NVET) 
qualifications or foreign qualifications be assessed as equivalent by the Trades Recognition 
Authority. 
“Legislation should not affect businesses but provide CASA with the means to “dictate” to 
Australian Skills Qualification Authority (ASQA), not industry, the training standards required for 
aviation maintenance personnel. This should be Government direction to both CASA and ASQA so 
that Australia can meet its obligations under the Chicago Convention. (ASQA replaced ANTA) 
ICAO clearly states that a licenced person’s privilege enables the person to certify the aircraft or 
parts of the aircraft as airworthy and to sign a maintenance release.  
The licence should not be seen as a demarcation issue as the licence holder’s ICAO privilege is not 
to carry out work but to certify as airworthy or sign a maintenance release. Inspector role in 
proposed CASR Part 43 based on FAR Part 43. .Return to Index 
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