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Does Government Want General Aviation? 

This is the most common question asked by small to medium general aviation businesses and some 

aircraft and parts manufacturing businesses. The recent general aviation report published by the 

Department of Infrastructure’s Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport & Regional Economics’ Statistical 

Report, General Aviation Study 2017, provides all the evidence that clearly identifies the decline in 

most sectors of general aviation. There are small pockets of growth but overall, there is a decline that 

one would expect political concerns with the loss of jobs. 

Many business owners raised these concerns, as far back as 1995, to the government’s Morris Inquiry. 

The loss of jobs have been raised at many inquiries, studies, etc. since, but still no change. 

Government policy to privatise some aerodromes and transfer the rest to local community control 

started the decline. In the 1990s there was a political push for user pays and in aviation, the new airport 

owners sought to fund their airports from aviation participants. 

 

 

 

The above mentioned Report states: “General aviation is an important part of the Australian economy, 

supporting large-scale agriculture and emergency services, providing personal and business 

connection to areas not serviced by airlines, training pilots and providing a source of recreation for 
many amateur pilots”. However, it is hard to find statistical figures in Australia unlike the USA. 

USA Example: “Did you know that general aviation contributed $38.8 billion in economic 

output in 2009? Factoring in manufacturing and visitor expenditures, 

general aviation accounted for an economic contribution of $76.5 billion.” 

In other words, General Aviation is a contributor to the economy, not a drag on the economy. 

Australia is hampered by unique prescriptive requirements that are not compliant with international 

standards in many areas, instead of performance based requirements that do not inhibit innovation and 
clearly places safety responsibility on individuals and businesses participating in the aviation industry.  

For instance, nothing prevents a qualified person licenced by Federal Aviation Administration to open 

a business to service the non-airline sectors of aviation in accordance with the standards stated in the 

Annexes to the Convention on International Civil Aviation.  New Zealand has adopted such an 
approach by adopting the USA Federal Aviation Regulations for General Aviation. 

“Air transport is an integral part of our intermodal transportation system. General 

aviation plays a critical role in the lives of our citizens, businesses, communities and is a 

major contributor to the economic growth, especially to rural Australia. With Australia’s 

geographical challenges, General Aviation and General Aviation aircraft are critical to 

meeting the needs of business, tourism, agricultural productivity, and to providing access 
to medical/emergency treatment and disaster relief.” 

It is important that government provide an economic environment for general aviation to provide 

services economically by adopting the modernisation to the Federal Aviation Regulations that have 

seen jobs growth in general aviation in New Zealand. Our requirements are over a decade or two behind 
the more mature USA & NZ aviation regulatory systems. 

Government must be aware of the economic impacts related to safety, agriculture, medical uses, 

protection of open space, pest control, fire control, recreation, access to a modernised aviation system, 
military, wild-life management, disaster relief, traffic reporting, search and rescue, etc. 
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Safety All Around.   

The benefits of an airport is the community that it serves, not the 

aviation participants providing the transport to and from that airport. 
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If you lose an aerodrome you will never get it back. 

“Airports are economic engines that bring real dollars into the communities they serve. 

They facilitate commerce by opening a nation-wide door to an area” 

 

This is the USA’s FAA identification of some of the benefits to local communities that their 

aerodromes provide. The Emergency Preparedness & Response and the others all add to the economy 

of the local community. The adoption of the USA Air Taxi system would economically value add to 

the economy of the local community.  

 

The USA Congress recently stated post a survey of GA: 

“With more than 5000 airports around the United States, our national network of general 

aviation aircraft and airports help businesses and communities to stay connected and 

compete in an increasingly global economy. General aviation enables businesses to 

access plants and customers anywhere in the country in a timely fashion, deliver goods 

and services to far-off markets, and conduct many meetings in different locations in a 

single day. These aircraft not only help communities to stay competitive, but as studies 
show, they actually increase shareholder value. 

General aviation manufacturing is one of the few manufacturing industries that 
contributes to the balance of trade. 

In addition to highlighting the economic benefits of the industry, the survey highlights the 

value of general aviation to communities around the nation in the terms of supporting 

agriculture, medical care, blood and organ transport, law enforcement, postal service, 

disaster relief, and access to many remote and rural parts of our country.” 
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Aerodromes – Part of a National Transport System 

General aviation aerodromes would out-number, over ten to one, the number of aerodromes served by 

airlines scheduled services. This makes general aviation uniquely situated to serve the public’s 

transport needs as the FAR Part 135, Air Taxi system, does in the USA. 

These public-use aerodromes are often the only available option for fast, flexible air transportation to 

small and rural communities. They also support jobs, serve as a lifeline to small-to-mid-sized 

businesses, and provide critical services to remote cities and towns, particularly in times of natural 

disaster, crisis or medical services. 

Medical Services 

Throughout Australia, emergency medical services utilise aircraft, either helicopter or aeroplanes, to 
provide vital services to the general public. 

Helicopter air ambulance are typically used to transport patients from the scene of an injury directly to 

hospitals or trauma centres. Aeroplanes are used when patients need to travel a longer distance to 

receive special treatment. Air medical transport is beneficial not only because it enables a higher level 
of medical care, but also because it supports speedier response. 

In spite of developments in medical technology, one aspect that has not changed is the need 

to reach patients in a critical window of time. Air medical services ensure that critical-care 

remains accessible to communities small and large across Australia. 

Agricultural Services 

Across Australia, general aviation is a vital resource for our country’s farms and agricultural 

producers. Agricultural aviation ensures that our nation’s farmers can supply our communities 

with food and resources such as cotton, timber, and bio-fuel ingredients. Farmers rely upon 

aerial application operations to survey and monitor crops, feed fish, and defoliate cotton crops 

prior to harvest, and fight forest and grasslands fires. In addition, agricultural aviation allows 

for the application of herbicides, insecticides, and fertiliser for fruit, vegetables, and grain 

crops. The use of aircraft allows large areas to be covered quickly, delivering mostly liquid 

products to control pests and diseases, as well as providing nutrients to planted crops. 

Law Enforcement 

General Aviation aircraft allow law enforcement to extend their capabilities in communities 

across the country. Both helicopter and aeroplanes are a force multiplier for law enforcement, 

providing a broader field of vision, assisting others on the ground with advance alerts to danger 

that may otherwise go unseen, and allowing officers to monitor certain situations and remain 

undetected by suspects. Airborne officers are able to direct those on the ground and provide 

ground officers with information they may not be able to see. 

The extensive range of activities these units assist with demonstrates how essential general 

aviation aircraft are to everyday law enforcement operations. Airborne law enforcement is 

called upon every day to provide vital services to our communities, responding quickly and 

ensuring the safety of both responding officers and the general public. 

Follow NZ & Adopt the FAA GA Regulatory System 

It is time to adopt the USA system so General Aviation can positively contribute to the economy locally 
and nationally. It will improve safety whilst making GA economically viable. 

“Fixed base operator is a commercial business granted the right by the airport sponsor 

to operate on an airport and provide aeronautical services such as fuelling, hangaring, 

tie-down and parking, aircraft rental, aircraft maintenance, flight instruction, etc.  

General aviation is the operation of civilian aircraft for purposes other than commercial 

passenger or freight transport, including personal, business and instructional flying.” 


